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The AMAZONS: 
THE CONTEST mini- 
series is over. 

And, in the after- 
math and after 54 
years of continuous 
publication (an impres- 
sive record matched 
by few titles in 
Amalgam’s history), 
so is the venerated 
title TALES OF THE 
AMAZONS... 

.And in its place 
are two new Amalgam titles, BULLETS & 
BRACELETS (also on sale this week!), 
starring Diana and The Punisher, and tt 
book you now hold in your hands, AMA- 
ZON, starring Ororo. This is an auspi- 
cious event, seeing how it's Wonder 
Woman's first solo title since her debut 
in 1975’s now classic GIANT SIZE TALES 
OF THE AMAZONS #1. 

But just because Diana and Ororo are 
starring in separate titles doesn't mean 
they'll no longer have anything to do with 
one another. Both super-ladies will con- 
tinue playing active roles in one anoth- 
ers lives and adventures. In fact, it’s 
hardly hyperbolic to say that with the 
advent of both AMAZONS and BULLETS 
& BRACELETS, the era of Amazonian 
greatness is just beginning! 

So, without any further ado, let’s get 
to your letters concerning the last issues 
of TALES OF THE AMAZON and the finale 
‘of AMAZONS: THE CONTEST... 


Dear Paul, 


‘AMAZONS: THE CONTEST ruled! 

All these years Diana and Ororo have 
been at odds with each other, it was greatto 
see them (finally!) go head to head, one on 
one, in the winnertake-all battle that I've 
been waiting for. With all the history between 
them, | always figured that when they did 
finally let go and have at one another, itwas 
going to be a whopper of a fight. | never real- 
ized it would be so savage...and that Diana 
had learned so much about combat from her 
life with Frank Castle! 

Of course, Diana should have known 
that she didn’t stand a chance of claiming 
the mantle of Wonder Woman for her own. 
She had the opportunity all those years 
ago, when the Amazons held the original 
contest to choose who would be their 
“ambassador” to man’s world. Instead, 
she decided to go her own way, without 
the restrictions of Queen Hippolyta's 
rules (carving out a strange and interest: 
ing life for herself in the process to be 
sure), leaving the job to Ororo..,but no 
means by default! Let's face it, even with- 
‘out her Amazon training, Ororo’s mutant 
powers would make her worthy of respect 
and the title of Wonder Woman. Diana still 
has a long way to go before she reaches 
the same level as Ororo and deserves to 


LETTERS TO 
PARADISE 


Wear the blue, red, and gold of Wonder 
Woman. 

AMAZONS? THE CONTEST was one of 
the best things published by Amalgam (or 
anybody!) in.a good:number of years just 
onits own. What could possibly have made 
it better? 

How about the debut of the creative 
team of John Byrne and Terry Austin!!! Not 
only is it great to have two of the most tal 
ented men in. comics working on these 
great characters, but it reunites one of the 
greatest artistic teams of all times from 
those thrilling days of yesteryear when they 
were together on Judgment League- 
‘Avengers! Over the years, these two have 
just gotten better, and their styles still 
mesh beautifully, It wasn’t just cool...it was 
a dream come truel 

So now all | have to do is stay sane 
while | wait for the debut of AMAZON and 
BULLETS & BRACELETS. Wish me luck! 

Warren Stempis 
Brooklyn, NY 


Good luck, Warren...hope you made it 
through the wait with sanity intact—and 
that it was worth the struggle. Yeah, hav- 
ing John and Terry back together is both a 
creative coup and an ongoing treat for the 
eyeballs! With them in the artistic saddle, 
AMAZON is a sure bet to be one of the 
shining stars of the Amalgam universe. 


Dear Paul, 

Yeehaaaa! 

| never thought I'd be celebrating the 
end of my favorite title, TALES OF THE AMA- 
ZONS, but knowing that my single most 
favorite book is going to be replaced by two 
blockbusters makes the news of TOTA’s 
imminent demise real easy to take! 

Of course, you guys took TOTA out with 
a major bang, as befits a book with as long 
and noble a history as this one, merging 
the two separate 12-page features star 
ring Wonder Woman and Diana into a sin- 
gle dynamic 4-Issue storyline. Who would 
ever havevexpected Professof Psycho, 
Panthera, Circe, and Giganta to forge such 
an unholy alliance? Who would ever have 
thought these four villains could work 
together, even if it was to take their respec- 
tive revenges on Diana and Ororo. And it 
should come as no shock to you that the 


behind-the-scenes role 
of BRUCE WAYNE, 
AGENT OF S.H.I.E.L.D. 
in this whole mess 
came as a total shock 
to me; honestly, | never 
saw this one coming! 
Let's have more of 
Wayne in these books! 

I'mexcited about the 
upcoming AMAZONS: 
THE CONTEST minis- 
eries (and for more 
than the reuniting of 
the fabulous John Byrne/Terry Austin 
team...although that in itself would make 
THE CONTEST worth picking up!) and 
breathless with anticipation over the 
upcoming new series, AMAZON and BUL- 
LETS & BRACELETS. You've given me a 
whole lot of years’ worth of entertain- 
ing.zand from all that’s coming from the 
Amazon-Office (and the rest of Amalgam), 
the best is yetto come! 

Max Landes 
Muscatine, IA 


We kinda thought Bruce Wayne's 
appearance would take everybody by sur- 
prise, Max. Don't know when he'll be mak- 
ing any return appearance, though, seeing 
as how he’s busy in his own new title, 
which makes its debut this very week 
from Amalgam. 


Dear Paul, 


Are you péople insane? After over 50 
years, you're gonna cancel TALES OF THE 
AMAZONS, one of the longest running titles 
in the history of comics! What's wrong with 
Ororo and Diana continuing to share the 
title, with the ocassional crossover for book- 
jength stories?! protest this, Amalgam, and 
if you do indeed go through with it, | wish 
you nothing less than a pox on your house! 

Randy Hu 
New York, NY 


Eeeeuuuww! Now we're gonna have 
to have the house repainted...! 


NEXT ISSUE: Diana's return to Baton 
Rouge is anything but triumphant as 
she seeks the one person who can help 
her...the Amazon sister who she's 
always spurned, Ororo. Written and 
pencilled by John Byme and inked by 
Terry Austin. 


BULLETS & BRACELETS #4: With their 
son Ryan kidnapped, Diana and The 
Punisher are willing to go to the ends 
of the Earth to save him... never 
expecting that their search will take 
them beyond that—to Apokolips! 
Written by John Ostrander, with art by 
Gary Frank and Cam Smith. 
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